
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
March 28, 2007 

 
The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Wednesday, 
March 28, 2007, was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Shirley Johnson in the Community 
Room of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 50 
people and all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Board Trustees Present:  Tom Eddy, Kathy Howland, Shirley Johnson, Linda Lueth, Wendy 

Mazer, Deb Polderman, and Jennifer Whistler 
 
Board Trustees Absent: None 
 
President Johnson thanked all the candidates and their families for their time, patience, and 
endurance through the interview process.  She thanked staff members that accompanied the Board 
on site visits.  She thanked community members and staff for attending open house sessions and 
providing feedback.  President Johnson thanked Mr. Dale Schreuder of the Michigan Leadership 
Institute and District Legal Counsel Mr. John Manske for their efforts throughout this process.  
She thanked the Leadership Transition Committee, Mr. Eddy, Mrs. Howland, and Mrs. Whistler, 
and fellow Board members as well as their families for their support and patience through this 
process.  President Johnson then invited individual members of the Board express their 
preferences for the next Superintendent. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education name 
Ms. Marsha Wells as the next Superintendent of Portage Schools.  Upon a roll call vote, all 
trustees present voted in favor of the motion with Mrs. Howland abstaining. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the Board of Education 
accept the proposal of Dew-El Portables in the amount of $164,100.00 for 5 portable classrooms 
to replace current portable classrooms at the Community Education Center.  These funds are 
allocated from the 2007/08 General Fund.  In the event of a successful bond issue during 2007/08 
that includes these units, the funds would be allocated from that bond issue.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Edna Kent 
Recording Secretary 
 


